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The Institute of International Relations (IIR) is an independent and multifunctional institution combining traditional academic research with politically applied think-tanking.

More than ten years ago the IIR started as a closed, rigid and inflexible institution burdened by its communist past. Today the IIR is an open, communicative and vibrant organisation, staffed mostly by a younger generation of experts. It is shaped according to the standard pattern of established international institutions of our sort. About two thirds of our budget comes from the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), the rest from independent sources.

Our main task is threefold: research, publication and education. Our research activity is organised into three centres: a Centre for European Analysis, a Centre for Security Analysis and a Development Centre. Each year we run more than twenty research projects, some of them at an international level.  The structure of the research department is modular. Each researcher is encouraged to create a flexible research team consisting of both internal and external fellows. 

We publish three periodicals - the monthly journal Mezinárodní politika [International Politics], the quarterly Mezinárodní vztahy (International Relations) - and a wide range of monographs on subjects as diverse as Czech security policy, the Sudeten question, historical Czech foreign policy documents, documents on European integration etc. 

The core of our education activities is provided by the Diplomatic Academy (DA). The compact staff of the DA manages a network of lecturers and instructors who prepare young diplomats entering the Czech Foreign Service as well as mid-career officials of the MFA. Furthermore, we organise conferences, seminars, courses, round-table debates and lectures for the wider public. The IIR also runs a programme for student interns. Research and education activities are supported by our library and documentation section, which contains about 80 000 volumes. The IIR maintains an extensive network of co-operation with Czech and foreign institutes and universities.

The IIR research staff collaborates in many international projects.  The following are some of the most important: 

· “Networking Towards EU Integration“

The “Towards EU Integration“ network of research institutes in the ten candidate countries was established by the Bertelsmann Foundation and the World Bank to provide a forum for exchanges on the key economic, social and political issues relating to EU membership.

· Research and Training Network Project "Democratic Accountability of the ESDP”

A research project of nine institutions focusing on various dimensions of constructing the European Security and Defence Policy, including mechanisms for its democratic control.  The first phase of the project consists of building a team of research fellows who will work directly on the project and setting up a series of workshops on individual themes.  As part of the project, the team will also conduct national studies of mechanisms that can be used to bring democratic control to security and defence policy.

· "Enlargement/Agenda 2000 Watch" 

The project is coordinated by the TEPSA (Trans-European Policy Studies Association) in Brussels and the IEP (Institute for European Policy) in Berlin, and is led by specialists from research institutes both in the EU member countries and the candidate countries. The project focuses on all the topical issues of European integration.

· "Europeanisation of Public Administration in Central and Eastern Europe in the Process of Transformation and Integration" 

The project is coordinated by the IEP (Institute for European Policy) in Berlin and the Jean Monnet Department at the University of Cologne. Besides Germany, participation is drawn from the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovenia and Estonia.  The main purpose of the project is to compare the process of public administration reform and its Europeanisation in selected EU candidate countries.

· “Organised Crime in Europe. Manifestations and Policies in the European Union“ The final study compares trends and conditions in the member states and affiliated countries of the EU.  

· Implementation of UNDP Project "Promotion of National Capacities for International Development Co-operation"

The project's main goal is to assist the Czech Republic in its transition from recipient to donor country at a global level. The project seeks to identify priorities and to design a national strategy for development co-operation, to propose mechanisms of aid planning and delivery to developing countries as well as to strengthen human and institutional capacities to this end, primarily through a comprehensive training and/or fellowship programme as well as experience-sharing with advanced donor countries and development research.

· “Official Development Assistance in Central Europe”

Participation in the Canadian programme ODACE, which is a multi-country programme designed to support the development of sustainable national Official Development Assistance capacities in the four Visegrad countries (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovak Republic).

For up-to-date information about us, please visit us electronically at www.iir.cz, or in person at our offices located in the most beautiful part of old Prague.
